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appearance of a certain fiery meteor, which had, to
the great terror of all the country, been seen every
night for twenty or thirty nights successively, was
mighty desirous to understand the meaning of it,
and what it should portend to the world ; but being
utterly incapable to make the least probable guess
at the thing, the reason or nature of it, much less
its import or meaning, he sat him down under a
palm-tree, weary with his travelling, and his mind
also tired and wearied with fruitless and uuperform-
ing imaginations: here he vehemently wished that
some attending spirit would be so assisting to bis
fancy, that he might at least make some probable
conjectures at the true meaning of that strange
phenomenon, and also at what might probably be
the issue and event of it to the world.

With this very warm and importuning desire, he
fell asleep, and being in a deep sleep he dreamed
that a tall man came to him, of a venerable majestic
aspect, but with a pleasing and cheerful smile on his
face; and calling him by his name, told him, that
he was come at his request to answer his importuni-
ties, and that he would tell him the signification of
the great and terrible fire in the air, which was seen
in his city, and in all Arabia and Persia.

And now, says he, you shall understand that
these fiery appearances are nothing but certain col-
lections of matter exhaled by the influence of the
sun from the earth or sea, or perhaps from other
solid bodies in the compass of the solar system, such
as the planets and other bodies, which you in this
earth know nothing of.

These being set on fire in their wandering mo-
tion appear like stars or comets for a time, being
driven about in the expanse by the impetuosity of
their own motion, and become visible in this hemi-
sphere to the infinite terror of the people, as thou
seest it now is ; though those apprehensions and